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Arkansas Project Graduation Commission 
Minutes 

March 10, 2011 
 

 
Present:  Donnie Whitten, Dr. Pat Bailey, Nancy Blount, Mattie Collins, Dr. Lynita 
Cooksey, Susan Harriman, Representative Barry Hyde, Ronald Laurent, Dr. 
Charity Smith, Susan Waggoner, Dr. Karen Wheeler, Dr. Kim Wilbanks, Sonja 
Wright-McMurray. 
 
Special Visitor:  Representative James Word who proposed the bill creating the 
Arkansas Project Graduation Commission.   
  
The meeting convened at 11:00 a.m.  Commission Chair Donnie Whitten 
welcomed members of the Commission and Representative Word and 
introduced Commission members who had been unable to attend the January 
meeting. 
 
Ms. Wirth distributed the meeting minutes from January 13, 2011, and a list of 
meetings for the remainder of 2011.  Minutes were approved.    
 
Dr. Angela Kremers of the Rockefeller Foundation and Dr. Charity Smith of the 
Arkansas Department of Education accepted being appointed to be Ex-Officio 
Members of the Commission.    
 
Chair Whitten then asked Representative Word to explain the creation of the 
Arkansas Project Graduation Commission.  Representative Word stated that the 
Commission was Dr. Charity Smith’s brainchild and thanked her for her work in 
helping with his legislation.   
 
Dr. Charity Smith made a presentation on High School Graduation Rates and 
distributed the following handouts: 
 

1. Implementation Timeline for Graduation Rate and Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) 

2. No Child Left Behind High School Graduation Rate Non-Regulatory Guide 
3. High School Graduation Rate Non-Regulatory Guidance Selected 

Excerpts  
 
Dr. Smith started by talking about the Non-Regulatory Guidance for graduation 
rates.  Dr. Smith said that the federal law requires a four year mean average.  
The new regulations are designed to unify states’ record keeping.   The old 
graduation rate for Arkansas was 86%; the new rate with required changes will 
result in a 68% rate.  One of the causes for the 20% drop in Arkansas graduation 
rates is due to GED students no longer being counted as graduates.  There also 
are changes in regard to Special Education and other students who may take 
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more than four years to complete school and therefore graduate outside of their 
cohort.     
 
Dr. Smith reiterated that good recordkeeping will result in better graduation rates.  
Students moving out of cohorts need to be tracked more carefully to record 
students who have moved out of the country, have been incarcerated or have 
died.  Dr. Smith said that schools need to do better with tracking students who 
started school in the 9th grade and have left school.  She said that schools having 
more summer classes may enable more students to graduate with their cohort.  
One early warning sign that a student is in danger of not graduating is being 
placed in retention.  Also students may benefit from assistance to reduce test 
anxiety and the use of technology to encourage students to learn more.      
 
Dr. Angela Kremers stated that she could provide a report on Combined 
Remediation and End-of-Course Alignment with the ACT Study Report Interim 
Study Proposal 2009-233 and 2009-234.   
 
Commissioners were advised that the next meeting will take place on April 14 at 
the Arkansas Department of Higher Education. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m.  
 

 
 


